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After a career at Atlanta’s Tech High School and two y::r;
in the Navy, Gene Chandler led the Georgia Bulldogs to the
Sugar Bowl in 1947, Gator Bowl in '48 and Orange Bowl in '49.

STOCKBRIDGE

Gene Chandler,
80, football star
at UGA 1n 1940s

As a defensive star for At-
lanta’s Tech High School and
the University of Georgia’s
football squads, Gene Chan-
dler terrorized opponents
with his speed, tenacity
and bone-crushing tackles.
There’s more. 3

“Gene was the Hollywood
version of what :d foo’igoallt
player wassupé:os posed to l
like: tall, blond, nice-look-
ing in a rugged sort of way,
very fit, very muscular and
on top of it all a nice guy,”
said Dick Yelvington of Lake
Charles, La., who played
with Mr. Chandler at the
university in the 1940s. “He
had unusual speed. He could
overhaul a guy who thought
Gene was out of the play and
knock him into the nickel
seats” ;

At Tech High, where he
played center and lineback-
er, Mr. Chandler was chosen
All-Atlanta, All-State and
All-Southern. In 1943 the
Atlanta Touchdown Club
named him lineman of the

“I have been watching
high school football for 60
years, and without a doubt
he was the finest high
school lineman I ever saw,’
said sports columnist Gene
Asher, who covered prep
sports for The Atlanta Jour-
nal 1957-62. “He was fast,
quick, agile and a devastat-
ing tackler,” Mr. Asher wrote
ina Georgia Trend columnin
2003 that is reprinted in his
book “Legends.”

“He was so fast that when
he snappedtheball on punts,
he would beat the ball down
the field and patiently wait
for the safety man to catch
it. Then he would crash into
him with such force that he
would often cause afumble.”

Thanks to Mr. Chandler’s
formidable presence, Tech
High was not even scored
upon until its seventh game
in 1943, said his teammate
D.L. Claborn of Sandy
Springs. “Gene was the best
high school lineman prob-
ably that ever lived,” Mr.
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